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“If someone falls ill or learns of a change in their health, then that is the opportune time to 
celebrate the sacrament,” notes Father Lubic. “God doesn’t work in magical ways; he knows our 
intentions and our desires.” 
 
The minister of the sacrament must be a priest. The priest is not limited to the amount of 
sacraments he offers, nor are recipients limited to the amount of times they may receive the 
sacrament. However, the recipient must be a baptized Catholic.  
 

The oil of the infirm (derived from the Latin word for sick) must be oil of 
the olive. The oil of the infirm in the Diocese of Greensburg is blessed by 
the diocesan bishop on Holy Thursday during the annual Chrism Mass at 
Blessed Sacrament Cathedral, Greensburg, and used for special prayers 
and blessings during the administration of the sacrament throughout the 
year.  
 
If a diocesan priest runs out of oil of the infirm, he has permission to bless 
more in an emergency, but it must still remain oil of the olive, notes Father 
Sikon. 
 

“Like all sacraments, this sacrament is not just asking for Christ’s help and healing, but also 
bringing forgiveness and comfort that comes to family in the knowledge that their loved one is at 
peace and in the right relationship with the Lord,” says Father Sikon. 
 
“Scripture reminds us that is has been the church’s custom since the very beginning to follow the 
practice of Jesus and his disciples to bring to the Lord those who are sick, those who are in need 
and trusting that he grants the grace and gift that is most needed.” 
 

~ Published in the Oct. 26, 2007 issue of The Catholic Accent 
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