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Care for Our Common Home

A message from Bishop Edward C. Malesic
Dear Friends in Christ,
This has been one of the most challenging and drawn out election cycles
that I can ever remember. I know that
I am not alone in this statement. Quite
frankly, I am tired of the name calling,
back biting, character assassinations,
and overall lack of substantive debate
and depth of integrity that should be
found in those who are running for the
highest office of our land.
Many people have rightly recognized
that both presidential candidates of the
two major political parties are tremendously flawed. I understand that political candidates are imperfect. So am I.
However, I feel compelled to say there is
a widening gap between some aspects
of the political platforms and our beliefs
as faithful Catholics.
Our frustration with this sad reality
does not exempt us from the responsibility of voting. And now more than
ever, we are challenged to form our
consciences before we pull the lever,
or — as is allowed by law — write in the
name of the best qualified person for
the job.
We believe that the most basic,
fundamental right that must be upheld
and protected is the right to life for all
individuals. This begins at the moment
of conception and continues through
natural death.
This right to life is recognized by the
founding documents of our nation as
inalienable and given to us by our Creator. The right to life is the most import-

ant and fundamental right since life is
necessary for any of the other rights to
matter. Without this basic right to life, all
other rights are impossible to exercise.
Once the fundamental right to life is
denied, all other rights begin
to erode.
As faithful Catholics participating in our democracy,
we are faced with an array of
issues to consider while making an informed decision.
In addition to protecting the
unborn and never accepting
the deliberate ending of life
through physician-assisted suicide, we
must protect our religious freedom so
that the Church can continue to serve
the common good. We must support
policies that uphold traditional marriage and families; serve the poor and
marginalized; work to fix broken immigration systems; address the worldwide
refugee crisis; allow for good, affordable
health care for everyone; preserve our
natural resources; protect the environment; and strive for humane solutions
to global conflict and terrorism.
These are just a few of the important
causes we stand for, but the right to life
itself is first and foremost.
This is why I urge you, when you go
to vote — as is the duty of every capable
citizen — to uphold the dignity of all
human life when casting your ballot. Do
not fall prey to the modern opinion that
we can be faithful Catholics and purposefully and intentionally vote against
the right to life. I understand that there

is a rightful separation of Church and
State in our country, but there can be no
separation of personal faith (informed
by Church teaching) from the decision
that we make in the voting booth.
In the voting process, Catholics also should be mindful
of the critical role that federal
judges and Supreme Court
justices play in deciding on
social issues such as abortion,
same-sex marriage, gender
identification and religious
freedom. And down the ballot,
I encourage you to make your
voice heard for the people best suited
for national, state and local offices.
These people also must work to allow
us to exercise our faith — not work
against it. We are voting for more than a
president this year.
While we are imperfect people, it is
extremely important for all of us to understand that the Church’s fundamental
practice of pastorally caring for every
person should not be confused with political advocacy. We advocate within the
political arena to support and uphold
the tenets of our faith, which we believe
strengthen our society as a whole. That
is why we offer compassionate care and
support to people who are struggling
from the effects of abortion while at the
same time politically advocating for the
dignity of all human life. It is why we
journey with the parents who are struggling with a child’s same-sex marriage
while defending the truths of traditional
marriage, which uphold our belief in

the sacrament of holy matrimony. It is
also why we embrace people who are
struggling with gender identity issues
and defend the unique, God-given dignity of every individual formed in God’s
image and likeness.
This is why the environment to
exercise religious freedom, which is
a founding principle of our country’s
identity and the first amendment to the
Bill of Rights, must be preserved so that
we can exercise our faith and pastorally
care for all of our nation’s citizens, not
just those within the confines of our
Church.
In a campaign where we are inundated with many mixed messages and
loud voices, it can be extremely difficult
to discern what is right. We must spend
time in prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to
stir our heart and grant us wisdom and
courage to do what is right.
I urge everyone to vote what we
believe as a Church, with individually
formed consciences and with God
alone as your judge.
God bless you as you make these
important political decisions at a critical
time in our nation’s history.
God bless our country and keep it
free from harm.

The Most Reverend
Edward C. Malesic, JCL
Bishop of the Diocese of Greensburg
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KNOW THE POSITIONS OF THE CANDIDATES
In keeping with its mission, the Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference (PCC) aims to educate and inform Catholics about
a wide range of issues. To that end, the PCC has compiled a
series of resources to help educate voters about some of the
issues and topics of importance to Catholics.
As a 501(c)(3) organization, the Catholic Church is prohibited
by the Internal Revenue Code from participating or intervening
in any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any
candidate for public office. The ban is absolute. Any amount
of such participation in a political campaign, no matter how
slight, can put the tax exempt status of the Church in jeopardy.

Therefore, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB),
the PCC and the Diocese of Greensburg neither support nor
oppose any candidate for public office.
The PCC compiled the information for the presidential, U.S.
Senate, and statewide candidates — attorney general, auditor
general and treasurer.
The Office for Communications for the Diocese of
Greensburg compiled the information from the U.S. House
and Pennsylvania General Assembly candidates using a survey
developed and approved by the PCC. Many candidates did not
respond to the diocese’s request to complete the PCC survey.

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP
Another resource
to help Catholics prepare
for the upcoming election is
Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship. Go to
www.dioceseofgreensburg.org
and “Preparing for
2016 Election.”

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
The comments, policies and statements included here are snapshots
from each candidate’s public career,
campaigns and candidate websites
as of August 2016.
For embedded links to these resources, visit www.pacatholic.org.
The platforms of the two main
political parties can be viewed at
www.democrats.org and
www.gop.org.
The candidates’ websites are
www.hillaryclinton.com and
www.donaldjtrump.com.
Information appears here for
informational purposes only and
does not represent a complete list of
issues that may be of importance to
Catholics.

ABORTION
Clinton: “I believe we need to
protect access to safe and legal
abortion, not just in principle but
in practice,” Clinton said at a rally in
January.
Clinton supports the repeal of the
Hyde Amendment, and the Democratic Party Platform states, “We will
continue to oppose — and seek to
overturn — federal and state laws
and policies that impede a woman’s
access to abortion, including by
repealing the Hyde Amendment.”
The Hyde Amendment restricts
the use of federal funds to pay for
abortions.
Trump: While Trump previously
described himself as “pro-choice,”
in August 2015 Trump said he has
“very much evolved” on the issue of
abortion and “I am pro-life.” He said
he supports exceptions in the case of
rape, incest and when the life of the
mother is at risk.
No statement by Trump on the
Hyde Amendment could be found,
but the Republican Party Platform
calls for “codification” of the Hyde
Amendment: “We call for a permanent ban on federal funding and
subsidies for abortion and health
care plans that include abortion
coverage.”

First Amendment Defense Act as
“taxpayer-funded discrimination by
those who cite religion as a reason
to deny services to LGBT people
nationwide.” The First Amendment
Defense Act would protect against
adverse federal actions directed toward individuals and organizations
whose religious beliefs and moral
convictions indicate that marriage is
between one man and one woman.
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Hillary Clinton, Democrat

Donald Trump, Republican

DEATH PENALTY
Clinton: During a February 2016
debate, Clinton said regarding the
death penalty, “I do for very limited,
particularly heinous crimes, believe
it is an appropriate punishment, but
I deeply disagree with the way that
too many states still are implementing it.”

having a lot of people get vouchers
for schools that would be teaching
things antithetical to American
values.”

Trump: In 2011, Trump said he
is “very much in favor of the death
penalty.”

DOCTOR PRESCRIBED SUICIDE
Clinton: During a February Town
Hall Meeting, Clinton said doctor
prescribed suicide “is a crucial issue
that people deserve to understand
from their own ethical, religious,
faith-based perspective … I want
as president to try to catalyze that
debate.” The Democratic Party Platform makes no mention of doctor
prescribed suicide.
Trump: No statement by Trump
on this issue could be found, but the
Republican Party Platform states,
“We oppose euthanasia and assisted
suicide.”

EDUCATIONAL CHOICE
Clinton: In 2007, Clinton said,
“I’ll tell you why I won’t support
vouchers. Number one, I don’t
think they’re constitutional. But
number two, I don’t see how you
would implement them without

Trump: In his book “The America
We Deserve” (2000), Trump wrote,
“we’ve got to bring on the competition — open the schoolhouse doors
and let parents choose the best
school for their children. Education
reformers call this school choice,
charter schools, vouchers, even
opportunity scholarships. I call it
competition — the American way.”

ENVIRONMENTAL
RESPONSIBILITY
Clinton: Clinton’s campaign
website states that her energy “plan
is designed to deliver on the pledge
President Obama made at the Paris
climate conference” where over 190
countries agreed to reduce global
greenhouse gas emissions and
meet existing financial commitments to an international climate
fund.
Trump: During a May 2016 policy
address on energy, Trump said that
in his first 100 days in office, “We’re
going to cancel the Paris Climate
Agreement and stop all payments of
U.S. tax dollars to U.N. global warming programs.”

FREEDOM OF RELIGION
Clinton: Clinton described the

Trump: In a December 2015 letter, Trump wrote, “If Congress considers the First Amendment Defense
Act a priority, then I will do all I can
to make sure it comes to my desk for
signature and enactment.”

HEALTH CARE ACCESS
FOR THE UNINSURED
Clinton: According to her website,
Clinton will “defend the Affordable
Care Act and build on it to slow
the growth of out-of-pocket costs.”
Her plan would also provide health
insurance for the lowest-income
Americans by incentivizing states
to expand Medicaid, and make enrollment through Medicaid and the
Affordable Care Act easier.
Trump: According to his website, Trump “will ask Congress to
immediately deliver a full repeal of
Obamacare.” He also said, “As we
allow the free market to provide
insurance coverage opportunities to
companies and individuals, we must
also make sure that no one slips
through the cracks simply because
they cannot afford insurance. We
must review basic options for Medicaid and work with states to ensure
that those who want health care
coverage can have it.”

IMMIGRATION
Clinton: According to her website,
Clinton will “introduce comprehensive immigration reform with a
pathway to full and equal citizenship
within her first 100 days in office.”
She will “defend President
Obama’s executive actions” to
Continued on next page
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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
Continued from previous page
provide deportation relief for
DREAMers and parents of
citizens and lawful residents;
“end family detention and
close private immigrant
detention centers” and “promote naturalization.”
Trump: According to his
website, Trump will build
a wall across the southern
border, paid for by Mexico.
To defend the immigration
laws, Trump proposes to
triple the number of ICE
officers (currently 5,000);
create a nationwide e-verify
to “protect jobs for unemployed Americans”; return
“criminal aliens” to their
home countries; detain “illegal aliens” at the border until
they are returned to their
home countries; defund
“sanctuary cities”; enhance
penalties for overstaying a

visa; cooperate with local
gang task forces and end
birthright citizenship.

INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY
Clinton: According to her
website, Clinton will defeat
ISIS by “intensifying the coalition air campaign against
ISIS fighters, leaders, and
infrastructure; stepping up
support for local Arab and
Kurdish forces on the ground
and coalition efforts to protect civilians; and pursuing
a diplomatic strategy aimed
at resolving Syria’s civil war
and Iraq’s sectarian conflict
between Sunnis and Shias —
both of which have contributed to the rise of ISIS.”
Trump: Trump said he
would bring about the defeat
of ISIS by destroying the
source of its funding, oil and
banks that funnel money

to the organization, “take
the oil … the oil that ISIS
is pumping, where they’re
getting tremendous amounts
of revenue. I’ve said, hit
the banking channels. You
know, they have very sophisticated banking channels …
they’re taking in tremendous
amounts of money from
banking channels.”

MARRIAGE
Clinton: In response to the
Supreme Court’s decision
to strike down state laws defining marriage as between
one man and one women,
Clinton tweeted, “Proud to
celebrate a historic victory
for marriage equality.”
Trump: In 2015, Trump
said, “I’m (for) traditional
marriage.”

POVERTY
Clinton: In 2013 while

members of Congress were
debating the details of the
Farm Bill, Clinton tweeted,
“What happens to kids in
families cut from
unemployment insurance
& food stamps? They’re
#2SmallToFail, & deserve an
equal chance to succeed.”
Trump: In a June 2015
interview, Trump said, “We
have to create incentives
that they actually do much
better by working. Right now,
they have a disincentive.
They have an incentive not
to work.” When asked if he
would insist people work
for food stamps and other
welfare assistance, Trump
said, “Well, you could — you
could start looking at things
like that … The problem we
have right now, we have a
society that sits back and
says we’re not going to do
anything. And eventually

the 50 percent cannot carry,
and it’s unfair to them, but
cannot carry the other 50
percent.”

REFUGEES DISPLACED
BY TERRORISM
Clinton: Clinton said the
U.S. should do more to help
Syrian refugees: “We’re facing the worst refugee crisis
since the end of World War
II … I think the United States
has to do more, and I’d like
to see us move from what is
a good start with 10,000 to
65,000 [refugees permitted in
the U.S.].”
Trump: Trump said regarding refugees, “It is a very,
very disturbing thing that’s
going on in Europe. And
we’re going to have it over
here, too. And they just can’t
do what they’re doing …
We’re not going to keep them
here. They’re going back.”

UNITED STATES SENATE
In an effort to educate voters, the
PCC gave the U.S. Senate candidates
the opportunity to make their positions known on key specific issues
important to Catholics. Incumbent
Sen. Pat Toomey (Republican)
completed a written questionnaire
(complete responses available at
www.pacatholic.org). Candidate
Katie McGinty (Democrat) did not
respond to the candidate questionnaire. Information about her views
was, therefore, compiled from her
campaign website and public statements.

ON LIFE & DIGNITY
OF THE HUMAN PERSON
McGinty is endorsed by EMILY’S
List, a political action committee
with a mission to “elect pro-choice
Democratic women to office.” They
describe McGinty as “pro-choice,
and supports Roe v. Wade.”
(www.emilyslist.org)
Toomey opposes legalized
abortion, except when the life of the
mother is in danger or the pregnancy is a result of rape or incest. (PCC
survey) He is endorsed by the PA
Pro-Life Federation.
(www.paprolife.org)
IMMIGRATION
McGinty denounced federal
legislation that would deny Community Development Block Grant
funds to cities that in effect shelter or
give sanctuary to illegal immigrants.
At the same time, she wrote a letter
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Katie McGinty, Democrat

Pat Toomey, Republican

to Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney
requesting him to reconsider the
city’s immigration policy and open
the dialogue with federal officials
“so that those who pose a threat
don’t fall though any crack in
local and federal jurisdiction.”
(katiemcginty.com)
Toomey describes our immigration system as “fundamentally
broken.” He has “supported efforts
to strengthen border security, ensure that our immigration laws are
enforced, and stop the outrageous
practice of sanctuary cities that undermine our laws.” (PCC survey)

vania State Education Association
(www.psea.org) as a “pro-public
education candidate.” PSEA has traditionally been opposed to school
choice.
Toomey believes “we should
empower parents to choose the
best school for their kids whether
they are public or private, religious
or non-religious.” He says he could
support a federal education tax
credit “as long as it was offset with a
corresponding spending reduction.”
(PCC survey)

TAX CREDITS
FOR SCHOOL CHOICE
McGinty has not made public
statements about funding tax credits for education at the federal level.
She is endorsed by the Pennsyl-

SEXUAL ORIENTATION,
GENDER IDENTITY
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
McGinty has not commented specifically about religious exemptions
in non-discrimination legislation.
However, she says she will fight to
expand antidiscrimination protec-

tions: “No one should be denied
access to housing, health care, or
employment because of their gender identity or sexual orientation.”
(katiemcginty.com)
Toomey supported the Employment Non-Discrimination Act that
would prohibit discrimination based
on sexual orientation. However, he
“introduced and forced a vote on
an amendment to strengthen and
broaden the bill’s underlying protections for faith-based organizations.”
(PCC survey)

ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE
FOR THE POOR
In a press release, McGinty said
that she was “proud to work with
Governor Wolf to expand Medicaid
that provides health care to more
than 600,000 Pennsylvanians”
during her time as his chief-of-staff.
(katiemcginty.com)
Toomey believes that Medicaid is a valuable program but
that its “flawed financing structure encourages states to further
expand their Medicaid programs
while shifting growing costs to the
federal government.” He supports
giving states more flexibility to
encourage efficiency. He does not
support further federal mandates.
(PCC Survey)
Learn more:
McGinty: katiemcginty.com
Toomey: www.toomeyforsenate.com
PCC: www.pacatholic.org
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UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
The number in parentheses is the candidate’s district.
The following candidates
returned a questionnaire:
Tim Murphy (R-18).
The following candidates
did not return a questionnaire: Arthur Halvorson (R9), Bill Shuster (R-9), Erin McClelland (D-12) Keith Rothfus
(R-12), Michael Doyle (D-14),
Lenny McAllister (R-14).
1. What is your position
on providing a federal tax
credit to businesses that donate to scholarship organizations that provide scholarships for low-income
students at private and
religious schools in grades
kindergarten through 12?
Murphy: I support and
have voted in favor of
legislation to provide federal tax credits that provide
charitable donations and
scholarships for low-income
students at private and religious schools. I also support
school choice for children in
failing school districts while
simultaneously providing
extensive intervention and
funding to improve the
schools and provide better

strong protections for conscience, religious liberty and
freedom of speech, I would
not support legislative efforts
to establish new protected
classes based on sexual orientation or gender identity.

education for children.
2. Which statement
reflects your position most
accurately?
a. I support legalized
abortion.
b. I oppose legalized
abortion in all circumstances.
c. I oppose legalized
abortion, except when
the life of the mother is in
danger or the pregnancy is
a result of rape or incest.
Murphy: c. I believe in
the prohibition of abortion
with an exception for rape
or incest and oppose federal
funds being spent on any
federally-funded health care
service providers that would
end the life of the unborn. I
have voted against federal
Planned Parenthood funding and have voted in favor
of the Hyde amendment to
prohibit taxpayer-funding of
abortions and will continue
to do so.
3. What is your position
on legislation that would
permit undocumented
immigrants who have lived
in the United States for

AARON JOSEFCZYK, REUTERS CNS

a number of years, have
worked and built equities
in our country and who do
not have criminal records
to register with the government and take steps to earn
legal status?
Murphy: I oppose granting
citizenship for individuals
who have broken the law to
enter the country through
illegal means; particularly
when it hinders individuals
who have followed the law
yet remain trapped for years
in the system to be processed
for legal entrance into the
United States. I support
programs that assist legal
documented aliens/residents

become naturalized citizens.
Those who have not followed
the rules of immigration
should not be rewarded at
the expense of those who did
follow our nation’s immigration laws.
4. What is your position
on efforts to pass legislation
(i.e., the Federal Employment Non-Discrimination
Act) that would make
sexual orientation and
gender identity or expression protected classes that
are equivalent to other
protected classes (e.g., race,
religion, sex, etc.)?
Murphy: Without equally

5. What is your position
on increasing Medicaid
reimbursement rates as a
means to provide greater
access to care for Medicaid-covered individuals?
Murphy: Medicaid policy
has long punished lower
income individuals from
accessing quality health care.
For example, individuals
enrolled in Medicaid with
long-term mental illness are
unlikely to receive inpatient
care because of the “IMD
Exclusion” which prohibits
federal matching payments
for inpatient care of enrollees
between the ages of 21 and
64 at psychiatric hospitals
with more than 16 beds. My
Helping Families in Mental
Health Crisis Act aims to tear
down that barrier to permit
federal Medicaid matching
payments for short-term,
acute, psychiatric hospital
services.

PENNSYLVANIA STATEWIDE CANDIDATES
Attorney General
Joshua D. Shapiro (D)
John C. Rafferty Jr. (R)
Auditor General
Eugene A. DePasquale (D)
(did not respond)
John A. Brown (R)
State Treasurer
Joseph M. Torsella (D)
(did not respond)
Otto W. Voit III (R)
(*Indicates comments
listed at the end.)
1. What is your position
on increased funding for
Educational Improvement
Tax Credits (EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax
Credits (OSTC) if the state
budget includes an increase
in public school funding?
Shapiro — Support
Rafferty — Support*
Brown — Support*
Voit — Support*
2. Which statement
reflects your position most
accurately?
1. I support legalized

abortion.
2. I oppose legalized
abortion in all circumstances.
3. I oppose legalized
abortion, except when
the life of the mother is in
danger or the pregnancy is
a result of rape or incest.
Shapiro — 1
Rafferty — 3
Brown — 3
Voit — 3
3. What is your position
on expanding the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) to provide
health insurance to children in Pennsylvania who
are undocumented immigrants?
Shapiro — Support
Rafferty — Oppose*
Brown — Oppose*
Voit — Oppose*
4. What is your position
on amending Pennsylvania’s anti-discrimination
laws for housing, employment and public accommodation to include sexual
orientation?

1. They should include
“sexual orientation” and
“gender identity or expression” as protected classes,
no exceptions.
2. They should contain
specific provisions to protect the religious liberties
of religious institutions and
the rights of conscience of
business owners.
3. No change is necessary.
Shapiro — 1
Rafferty — 3*
Brown — 3*
Voit — 3*

supported.
Brown: I support this
program because I believe
that families deserve this
support to pursue a religious
education.
Voit: I believe that families
deserve this support so
they can take advantage of
opportunities presented by
religious schools.

5. What is your position
on increasing Medicaid
reimbursement rates as a
means to provide greater
access to care for Medicaid-covered individuals?
Shapiro — Support
Rafferty — Support*
Brown — Support*
Voit — Support*

Question 3
Rafferty: I oppose the use
of taxpayer dollars, but this
is where charities need to
step in.
Brown: I oppose the use
of taxpayer dollars, but I
believe that this is an opportunity for private charities to
step in to offer support.
Voit: I oppose the use of
taxpayer dollars for undocumented immigrants, but I
believe that this is an opportunity for private charities to
step in to offer support.

COMMENTS
Question 1
Rafferty: This is a terrific
program and I have always

Question 4
Rafferty: If there is to be
a law, this provision should
definitely be included.
Brown: If there is to be a

law, this provision should
definitely be included.
Voit: If there is to be a
law, this provision should
definitely be included.
Question 5
Rafferty: Health care
professionals deserve a fair
reimbursement and the poor
deserve care.
Brown: The poor deserve
care, and I believe that health
care professionals deserve to
be adequately compensated.
Voit: Health care professionals deserve to be
adequately compensated for
caring for the less fortunate,
and I believe our society has
an obligation to help those
who can’t help themselves.
For information about
voter registration and polling
place locations, visit
www.votespa.com
Published by the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference,
the public affairs agency of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic Bishops. For more information,
visit www.pacatholic.org.
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PENNSYLVANIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The number in parentheses is the candidate’s district.
The following candidates
returned a questionnaire:
Senate: Stanley Buggey (Ind41), Donald White (R-41);
House: Alan Benyak (D-49),
Betsy Rohanna McClure
(R-50), Matthew Dowling
(R-51), Joe Petrarca (D-55),
Michael Geiselhart (R-55),
George Dunbar (R-56), Eric
Nelson (R-57), Mike Reese
(R-59), Jeff Pyle (R-60)
The following candidates
did not return a questionnaire: Senate: Kim Ward
(R-39), Anthony DeLoreto
(D-41), James Brewster (D45); House: Frank Dermody (D-33), Donald (Bud)
Cook (R-49), Pam Snyder
(D-50), Timothy Mahoney
(D-51), James Mari (D-52),
Ryan Warner (R-52), Eli
Evankovich (R-54), Linda
Iezzi (D-57), Mary Popovich
(D-58), Justin Walsh (R-58),
Gabe Lytle (GRN-60), Donna
Oberlander (R-63), Joseph
Billotte (D-63), Chris Dush
(R-66)
1. What is your position
on increased funding for
Educational Improvement
Tax Credits (EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax
Credits (OSTC) where the
state budget includes an
increase in public school
funding?
SENATE
Buggey — Support
White — Support
HOUSE
Benyak — Oppose
McClure — Support
Dowling — Support
Geiselhart — Support
Petrarca — Support
Dunbar — Support; Have
consistently voted for and
cosponsored bills to increase
EITC and OSTC funding.
Nelson — Support
Reese — Support
Pyle — Support; Support
increase to EITC (always
have).
2. Which statement
reflects your position most
accurately?
a. I support legalized
abortion.
b. I oppose legalized
abortion in all circumstances.
c. I oppose legalized
abortion, except when the
life of the mother is in danger or the pregnancy is a
result of rape or incest.
SENATE
Buggey — c. I feel those
who want to justify their

Dunbar — no response
Nelson — Oppose; I support providing CHIP to legal
citizens; children of internationals who are legally here
on work visas should also receive coverage if needed. Currently, under EMTALA rules,
no person (legal or illegal)
is denied medical treatment
at emergency rooms — we
do not need more programs
to incentivize this practice. If
illegal immigrants are here
working, they can pay for
care like other Americans. It is
hard to deny health coverage
to children; we just can’t pay
for everything and everyone
through a program intended
to help American children.
Reese — no response
Pyle — Oppose; It redirects
funding that should go to our
seniors/veterans/schools.

CNS

position that abortion is
acceptable use this type of
untypical scenario to justify
the legalization of abortion
in all circumstances. I don’t
like to give those who favor
abortion any edge to justify it.
I will not judge nor should we
judge anyone, and a mother
who chooses life to care for
her children can have other
children if given her life. Her
choice. A rape victim should
be counseled and treated
with love and guided to allow
adoption of the innocent
child. If suicide is a possibility because of the trauma
associated with this tragic
event, then abortion may be
acceptable. Again we are not
to judge and forgive ALL sins.
I also feel that this innocent
child who is aborted is given
a free pass to heaven and
hope I lead a life so I can meet
him or her when I die.
White — c.
HOUSE
Benyak — c.
McClure — b.
Dowling — c.
Geiselhart — b.
Petrarca — c.
Dunbar — c.
Nelson — c.
Reese — c.
Pyle — c.
3. What is your position
on expanding the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) to pro-

vide health insurance to
children in Pennsylvania
who are undocumented
immigrants?
SENATE
Buggey — Support; All
children should have health
care as we need to provide for
those who can’t afford it.
White — Oppose
HOUSE
Benyak — Oppose
McClure — Oppose; In
light of the ongoing PA state
budget problems, I want to
ensure quality health care is
provided to children of Pennsylvania.
Dowling — Comment
only: As a practicing Catholic, I know that the social
teachings of the Church
encourage the provision of
health care for all children
in need. I have and will
continue to support private
charitable causes that provide for these types of social
justice. However, from a state
perspective I know that the
majority of the residents in
my district have expressed
opposition to the idea of
expanding this state program
as described above.
Geiselhart — Oppose;
With the state’s current funding issues, we need to make
sure the children of Pennsylvania are covered first.
Petrarca — Oppose; Unless they are working toward
citizenship.

4. What is your position
on amending Pennsylvania’s anti-discrimination
laws for housing, employment and public accommodation to include sexual
orientation?
a. They should include
“sexual orientation” and
“gender identity or expression” as protected classes,
no exceptions.
b. They should contain
specific provisions to protect the religious liberties
of religious institutions and
the rights of conscience of
business owners.
c. No change is necessary.
SENATE
Buggey — b. I feel this is a
sign of the times as the above
rights that we are considering
to add to protect religious
freedoms we’re already guaranteed by the Constitution
if the original intent of the
Constitution was followed.
Christian’s need to vote this
election to “stand in the gap”
with God.
White — c.
HOUSE
Benyak — c.
McClure — b.
Dowling — b.
Geiselhart — b.
Petrarca — b.
Dunbar — c.
Nelson — a.,b.; Religious
liberties and business owner
rights need to remain protected, and bathrooms should
remain genital driven;
schools already have individual bathrooms for students
wanting privacy. The heart of
the Bathroom Bill is intended
to erode religious freedom. I
would support protections

preventing apartment and
housing discrimination
against GBLT citizens. All
Americans should have equal
rights — not special rights.
Reese — c.
Pyle — Comment only:
Opposed. No, no, no. All
currently written legislation
addressing this makes a
heterosexual person have
“lesser” rights. These bills create an uneven playing field.
Strongly opposed.
5. What is your position
on increasing Medicaid
reimbursement rates
as a means to provide
greater access to care for
Medicaid-covered individuals?
SENATE
Buggey — Support
White — Comment only: I
support the effort to increase
reimbursement so long as
it can be done in a fiscally
responsible manner.
HOUSE
Benyak — Support
McClure — Oppose; I
would support a thorough
auditing of the system to
eliminate waste, fraud and
abuse in the system. This
would enable us to spend
more money on those individuals most in need of help
and remove those abusing
the system.
Dowling — Support;
However, I believe our first
step should be to find ways
in which to reduce the cost
of care so current Medicaid
reimbursement rates provide
adequate access and coverage.
Geiselhart — Oppose;
I want to support those in
need of reimbursements to
help cover more, but we need
to implement a thorough
auditing system to help catch
those who are wrongly taking
advantage of the system,
which in turn greatly hurts
those who follow the rules
and are in desperate need of
assistance.
Petrarca — Support; My
answer is cost/budget dependent.
Dunbar — Support; I
support this, but only on
a limited basis. It’s hard to
completely support without
knowing where the additional money will come from.
Nelson — Comment only:
This is a federal issue. I am
at the state level and would
need to better understand.
Reese — Support
Pyle — Support; As long as
no tax increase is involved.
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