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American Literature Grade 11   
 

 

Unit Standards Content Skills 

The Early 
Colonial Period 
in American 
Literature 
 

CCSS: English Language Arts 6-12 

CCSS: Grades 11-12 

Reading: Literature 

Key Ideas and Details  
1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 
analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 
or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

 Origin myth 

 Legend 

 Fable 

 Exploration narrative 

 Journal 

 Captivity narrative 

 Slave narrative 

 Extended metaphor 

 Point of view 

 Author bias 

 Imagery 

 Literary variant 

 Tone 

 Setting 

 Apostrophe voice 

 Literary conceit 

 Meter 

 Syllabication 

 Metrical foot 

 Iambic pentameter 

 Allusion 

 Puritan Plain Style 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Representative works: 

The students will be able to: 

 Analyze elements of cultural 
environments in literary texts 

 Make predictions and inferences 
that help them to identify literary 
patterns 

 Compare and contrast oral and 
written traditions 

 Cite evidence to support an 
author's objective 

 Defend a literary interpretation 

 Evaluate primary source 
representations of historical 
events 
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Unit Standards Content Skills 

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as 
other authors.) 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning 
how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of 
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content and style of a text. 

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of 
view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a 
text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, 
irony, or understatement). 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 
formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

RL.11-12.7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, 
drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a 
play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each 
version interprets the source text. (Include at least one 
play by Shakespeare and one play by an American 
dramatist.) 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar 
themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 

RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 

 "The Navajo Origin 
Legend" 

 The Iroquois 
Constitution 

 Journal of the First 
Voyage to America 

 The General History 
of Virginia 

 Of Plymouth 
Plantation 

 "Huswifery" 

 "To My Dear and 
Loving Husband" 

 "Sinners in the 
Hands of an Angry 
God" 

 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

works of American literature, including how two or more 
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently. 

RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and 
between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

W.11-12.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 
convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

W.11-12.2b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting 
the most significant and relevant facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.3a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out 
a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, 
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or events. 

W.11-12.3b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

W.11-12.3c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence 
events so that they build on one another to create a 
coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and 
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or 
resolution). 

W.11-12.3d Use precise words and phrases, telling 
details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of 
the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

W.11-12.3e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved 
over the course of the narrative. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–
3 above.) 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant 
for a specific purpose and audience. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 
with others. 

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 

Speaking & Listening 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range 
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read 
and researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, 
democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear 
goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 

SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on 
a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen 
the investigation or complete the task. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and 
use of evidence and rhetoric. 

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, 
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used. 

© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association 
Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State 
School Officers. All rights reserved.  

 

 
   

The Crucible 
 

CCSS: English Language Arts 6-12 

CCSS: Grades 11-12 

Reading: Literature 

Key Ideas and Details  
1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 
analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

 Dramatic exposition 

 Stage directions 

 Dramatic 
conventions 

 Elements of 
spectacle (in drama) 

 Dramatic license 

 Freytag Pyramid 

 Exposition 

 Inciting moment 

 Rising action 

 Climax 

 Falling action 

 Resolution 
(dénouement) 

 Tragedy 

 Tragic hero 

The students will be able to: 

 Identify and use correct literary 
grammar in reading and 
discussing a drama 

 Identify and analyze the 
elements to a stage 
performance that pertain to 
spectacle 

 Cite and analyze supportive 
textual evidence that defend 
principal themes in a drama 

 Identify historical allusion and 
contexts in a literary work 

 Interpret dramatic exposition 
and stage directions conveyed 
by the playwright 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 
or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as 
other authors.) 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning 
how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of 
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 
formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

 Tragic flaw 
(hamartia) 

 Irony of situation 

 Verbal irony 

 Dramatic irony 

 Logical fallacy 

 Paradox 

 Allusion 

 Protagonist 

 Antagonist 

 Foil 

 Triangle of conflict 

 Theme 

 Social commentary 

 

 Synthesize multiple 
interpretation of characters' 
motivations within a literary work 

 Evaluate explicit and implicit 
meanings in dialogue 

 Analyze plot development 
according to the Freytag 
Pyramid model 

 React to palpable tone and 
mood created in a literary work 

 Formulate conclusions and 
assess outcomes of specific 
societal behaviors 

 Differentiate what is explicitly 
and implicitly conveyed in the 
dialogue and plot of a drama 

 Compose written critiques and 
responses that provide literary 
analysis of a work 

 
 

 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

RL.11-12.7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, 
drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a 
play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each 
version interprets the source text. (Include at least one 
play by Shakespeare and one play by an American 
dramatist.) 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 

RL.11-12.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar 
themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 

RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 
works of American literature, including how two or more 
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently. 

RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for 
each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–
3 above.) 

Speaking & Listening 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range 
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read 
and researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, 
democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear 
goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 

SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on 
a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and determine what 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

additional information or research is required to deepen 
the investigation or complete the task. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in 
diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions 
and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies 
among the data. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and 
use of evidence and rhetoric. 

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, 
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and 
the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal 
and informal tasks. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual 
displays of data to express information and enhance 
understanding of presentations. 

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) 
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
communicative tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association 
Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State 
School Officers. All rights reserved.  

 

The 
Neoclassical 
Period and the 
Age of Reason 
 

 
 Allusion 

 Maxim 

 Aphorism 

 Adage 

 Proverb 

 Axiom 

 Epistle 

 Freedom of the 
press 

 Literary appeals: 
ethos, pathos, and 
logos 

 The Enlightenment 
and the Age of 
Reason 

 Loaded language 

 Ode 

 
Representative works: 

 Poor Richard’s 

Almanac. 

 The Declaration of 
Independence. 

 The Crisis. 

 “Speech in the 
Virginia Convention” 

 

The students will be able to: 

 Identify and cite textual evidence 
of rhetorical devices 

 Identify main, controlling ideas in 
speeches and essays 

 Provide evidence of and 
evaluate a writer's style 

 Compose and sustain original 
arguments 

 Assess effective semantics in 
literary works 

 Identify and critique common 
persuasive fallacies 

 Synthesize opposing viewpoints 
presented in written and spoken 
arguments 

 Identify religious and political 
influences in literature 

 Connect historical events to a 
literary work's context and 
purpose 

 Recognize and provide evidence 
of explicit and implicit author 
bias in a work 

 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

The Romantic 
Period in 
American 
Literature 
 

CCSS: English Language Arts 6-12 

CCSS: Grades 11-12 

Reading: Literature 

Key Ideas and Details  
1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 
analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 
or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 

 Irving, Washington. 
“The Devil and Tom 
Walker.” 

 Irving, Washington. 
"The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow." 

 Poe, Edgar Allan. 
"The Cask of 
Amontillado." 

 Poe, Edgar Allan. 
“The Raven.” 

 Hawthorne, 
Nathaniel. "Young 
Goodman Brown." 

 Emerson, Ralph 
Waldo. Nature. 

 Emerson, Ralph 
Waldo. Self-
Reliance. 

 Thoreau, Henry 
David. Walden. 

 
 

 

The students will be able to: 
  

 Identify and analyze how 
rhetorical language devices, 
such as similes, metaphors, 
imagery, allusion, symbolism, 
and ambiguity are used by 
authors to facilitate a 
literary/artistic objective. 

 Evaluate how the main 
controlling idea or theme of a 
literary work influences a work's 
tone, mood, and structure. 

 Assess the significance of 
literary contributions made by 
the authors that affect a nation's 
culture or identity. 

 Formulate and defend explicit 
and implicit interpretations 
conveyed in a literary work. 
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engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as 
other authors.) 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning 
how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of 
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content and style of a text. 

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of 
view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a 
text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, 
irony, or understatement). 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar 
themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 

RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 
works of American literature, including how two or more 
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently. 

RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

Reading: Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details  
1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 
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RI.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence 
of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or 
events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an 
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or 
terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison 
defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content and style of a text. 

RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to 
the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently. 

RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11–CCR text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. 

Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.11-12.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and 
between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

W.11-12.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–
3 above.) 

Speaking & Listening 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range 
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read 
and researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, 
democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear 
goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 

SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on 
a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen 
the investigation or complete the task. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and 
use of evidence and rhetoric. 

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, 
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used. 

© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association 
Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State 
School Officers. All rights reserved.  

 

Realism and 
Post Civil War 
Literature 
 

CCSS: English Language Arts 6-12 

CCSS: Grades 11-12 

Reading: Literature 

Key Ideas and Details  
1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

 Local color 

 Regionalism 

 Vernacular 

 Dialect 

 Literary voice 

 Social commentary 

The students will be able to: 

 Identify the salient 
characteristics of Realism  

 Critique and cite unit texts for 
evidence of Realism 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 
analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 
or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as 
other authors.) 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

 Stylistic tendency 

Suggested works: 

 Poetry Selections 
from the Works of 
Emily Dickinson and 
Walt Whitman.” 

 Twain, Mark. The 
Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn. 

 

 Compare and contrast 
Romanticism and Colonialism 

 Analyze elements of literary 
Realism in sundry mediums, 
e.g., literary texts, film, and art 

 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning 
how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of 
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content and style of a text. 

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of 
view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a 
text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, 
irony, or understatement). 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 

RL.11-12.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar 
themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 

RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 
works of American literature, including how two or more 
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently. 

RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

Reading: Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details  
1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

RI.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence 
of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or 
events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an 
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or 
terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison 
defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

RI.11-12.5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the 
structure an author uses in his or her exposition or 
argument, including whether the structure makes points 
clear, convincing, and engaging. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content and style of a text. 

RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to 
the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently. 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11–CCR text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. 

Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.11-12.1b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for 
each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

W.11-12.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and 
between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

W.11-12.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W.11-12.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–
3 above.) 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant 
for a specific purpose and audience. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 
with others. 

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes 

Speaking & Listening 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range 
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read 
and researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, 
democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear 
goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 

SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on 
a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen 
the investigation or complete the task. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and 
the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal 
and informal tasks. 

Language 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

L.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

L.11-12.1a. Apply the understanding that usage is a 
matter of convention, can change over time, and is 
sometimes contested. 

L.11-12.1b. Resolve issues of complex or contested 
usage, consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

L.11-12.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

L.11-12.2a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 

L.11-12.2b. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how 
language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand 
how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

L.11-12.3a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references 
(e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; 
apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex 
texts when reading. 

© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association 
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Unit Standards Content Skills 

The Modern 
Period in 
American 
Literature 
 

CCSS: English Language Arts 6-12 

CCSS: Grades 11-12 

Reading: Literature 

Key Ideas and Details  
1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 
analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 
or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 

Suggested works: 

 Eliot, T. S. “The 
Love Song of J. 
Alfred Prufrock.” 

 Fitzgerald, F. Scott. 
The Great Gatsby.  

 The Poetry of E. E. 
Cummings 

 Porter, Katherine 
Anne. “The Jilting of 
Granny Weatherall.” 

 The Poetry of Robert 
Frost 

 

 

The students will be able to: 

 Identify an author's purpose for 
the selection of point of view in a 
literary work 

 Evaluate the perceptions and 
reliability of a work's narrator 

 Cite evidence of a writer's style 
and literary technique 

 Identify and explicate elements 
of fiction 

 Apply textual evidence that is 
explicit as well as implicit which 
defines and defends 
interpretations of theme and 
characterization 

 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as 
other authors.) 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning 
how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of 
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content and style of a text. 

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of 
view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a 
text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, 
irony, or understatement). 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 
formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

RL.11-12.7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, 
drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a 
play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each 
version interprets the source text. (Include at least one 
play by Shakespeare and one play by an American 
dramatist.) 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar 
themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 

RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 
works of American literature, including how two or more 
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently. 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

Reading: Informational Text 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an 
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or 
terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison 
defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

RI.11-12.5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the 
structure an author uses in his or her exposition or 
argument, including whether the structure makes points 
clear, convincing, and engaging. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content and style of a text. 

RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to 
the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 
formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in different media or formats (e.g., 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar 
themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 

RI.11-12.9. Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and 
nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of 
historical and literary significance (including The 
Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln’s Second 
Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and 
rhetorical features. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently. 

RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11–CCR text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. 

Writing 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1. Write arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.11-12.1b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for 
each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
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W.11-12.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and 
between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

W.11-12.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W.11-12.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–
3 above.) 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant 
for a specific purpose and audience. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 
with others. 

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes 

Speaking & Listening 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range 
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read 
and researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, 
democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear 
goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 

SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on 
a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen 
the investigation or complete the task. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and 
use of evidence and rhetoric. 



Unit Standards Content Skills 

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, 
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used. 

© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association 
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The 
Postmodern 
Period in 
American 
Literature 
 

CCSS: English Language Arts 6-12 

CCSS: Grades 11-12 

Reading: Literature 

Key Ideas and Details  
1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 
analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

RL.11-12.2. Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

RL.11-12.3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 
or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 

Suggested works: 

 Miller, Arthur. The 
Crucible. (Please 
see separate unit in 
the curriculum map.) 

 Angelou, Maya. "Still 
I Rise." 

 Angelou, Maya. 
"Pulse of the 
Morning." 

 Walker, Alice. 
"Everyday Use." 

 

The students will be able to: 

 Identify an author's purpose for 
the selection of point of view in a 
literary work 

 Cite evidence of a writer's style 
and literary technique 

 Research critical analyses of 
literary work 

 Apply textual evidence that is 
explicit as well as implicit which 
defines and defends 
interpretations of theme and 
characterization 
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Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

RL.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as 
other authors.) 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

RL.11-12.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning 
how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of 
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content and style of a text. 

RL.11-12.6. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of 
view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a 
text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, 
irony, or understatement). 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 
formats and media, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 

RL.11-12.7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, 
drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a 
play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each 
version interprets the source text. (Include at least one 
play by Shakespeare and one play by an American 
dramatist.) 
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9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar 
themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 

RL.11-12.9. Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 
works of American literature, including how two or more 
texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently. 

RL.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

Speaking & Listening 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range 
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read 
and researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

SL.11-12.1b. Work with peers to promote civil, 
democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear 
goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 

SL.11-12.1c. Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on 
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a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

SL.11-12.1d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen 
the investigation or complete the task. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in 
diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions 
and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies 
among the data. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and 
use of evidence and rhetoric. 

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, 
reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and 
the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range or formal 
and informal tasks. 
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